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Awna Nikovié, BoZidar Manit

MORPHOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK OF THE
HISTORICAL TOWN: THEORY AND PRACTICE
OF CITY-BUILDING

INTRODUCTION: _
RELATING URBAN CONSERVATION
TO URBAN PLANNING AND URBAN MORPHOLOGY

C Contemporary approaches to urban conservation indicate the need to extend the
scope of protection of individual architectural monuments and historic buildings
to wider spatial entities — primarily to the historic town, and then to cultural and
historic landscapes [1]. These contemporary approaches require establishing
active relationships between urban conservation and urban planning that would
enable historic towns to develop in accordance with contemporary life conditions.
These relationships should be especially established with regards to the need to
simultaneously observe various levels of space; reading and interpreting the existing
spatial values. This implies the necessity of interdisciplinary cooperation and the
establishment of a balanced, integrative and sustainable process of space management

[1].

It is exactly this updating of urban conservation approaches which necessitates
connecting with urban planning and in turn calls upon urban morphology as an
adequate and comprehensive theoretical framework. Understanding place — its
character, identity and importance — has been put forward as a central concern of
urban morphological investigations — and also as the basis for the formulation: of
principles and guidelines for the practice of further planning and space management
[2]. However, firstly, it is important to explain what understanding place means and
which methods achieve results in this respect.

One of the problems in urban morphology is that investigations of the historic town
and attitudes towards urban history and cultural heritage do not go further than mere
dating and descriptions {2] [3]. Insufficient awareness of a town as a mosaic of urban
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forms has been noted as a widespread problem, where crucial importance has been
assigned to understanding how these forms overlap and fit into each other [4].

Urban morphologists use various approaches in order to analyze and explain
the complexity of spatial phenomena. They can be classified as spatial-analytical,
configurational, process-typological, historico-geographical, all of them observing
various aspects of the built environment — spatial relations of physical entities,
relations between processes and physical structure, urban changes and flows. 'The
results of various approaches and investigations of various aspects of space have one
common reference and that is urban form as a complex phenomenon [3].

Morphological investigations can be used as an analytical tool - for analyzing the
existing state; as a regulative tool — to proscribe rules and regulations of future
development; or as a creative tool to examine possibilities of a site and generate spatial
solutions [6]. The combination of these methods in urban planning procedures
Jeads to moving from descriptions of the historic town to prescriptions for its future
development.

—

THE HISTORIC TOWN IN URBAN MORPHOLOGY

'The historic town in urban morphology represents a complex urban form and a
paradigmatic model of city-building [7]. Firstly, in the period of the carliest urban
morphological investigations, which overlaps with the time of emerging of Sitte’s
theory about town building as well as urban planning as a discipline, it served as
the backbone of the comparative analysis of spontancously developed and planned
towns [8]. The second important period are the 1960s, the period of criticism of
modernist practice in urban planning and designing, when the historic town became
an analogical model for improving built environment by restoring character, identity,
meaning and human scale as recognized in the model of the historic town [9]. This
is also the period when urban design as a discipline emerged, connecting levels of
designing and planning through qualities of the built environment. ‘This was closely
related to the emergence of contemporary discourse of urban morphology which
aimed at the consolidation of knowledge of the urban form, and its introduction to
urban planning. In most recent utban theories, the historic town together with its
compact form has become the paradigm of sustainability [10].

In urban morphology, the form of the historic town as a paradigmatic model of city-
building is related to the Middle Ages [6]' which is consistent with notions of the

1 For more references sce [6], p.38.
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craditional town in urban conservation [1]. The reason for this is probably the fact
that it was the Middle Ages when the traditional town was able to be recognized
a5 a complete, rounded, clear and legible urban form. Due to the fact that the town
boundary constrained the spread of its territory, transformations within the boundary
occurred according to the principle of systemic balance [11].

Urban morphological analysis of medicval Alnwick in England conducted by German
geographer Conzen has become one of the classics of urban morphological analysis
of historic settlements. It made a tremendous contribution to understanding place at
Alnwick, through developing the methodology for the analyzing the town plan and

developmental processes within the town boundary [12].

The town plan of Alnwick was. analyzed at different urban levels right down to
individual plots and buildings, using maps to show how the town plan developed, how
it changed and how the relationships between different components of the plan were
established. According to this analysis, the main parts of the plan were: the town plan
or ground plan (inclading locations, streets, plots and blocks), the building fabric (its
3D form), land and building utilization. The main attributes of a complex urban form
were the resistance to change, followed by historico-morphological characteristics;
and, lastly, the contribution to the hierarchy of units [4].

In addition, Conzen developed a precise terminology which makes an important
part of the contemporary glossary of urban morphology available through the
International Seminar of Urban form [13].

Morphological Framework stands for the most comprehensive concept derived from
Alnwick’s town plan analysis. It describes the empirical reality of the traditional
town. It reflects historical expressiveness — understanding of the townscape as a visual
experience and as such a source of knowledge of social activities and processes. Urban
form has been defined as a composition of complex elements such as the street system,
the plot pattern and the building pattern. Special importance of the Morphological
Frame concept lies in its four-dimensionality — it possesses a spatial as well as a time
dimension [14]. On the one hand, it represents the configuration/mosaic of lower-
scale urban forms — so called ‘morphological regions” — defined as the spatial areas
with a homogeneous urban structure [13]. However, it also represents the camulative
effect of various ‘morphological periods’ — defined as cultural periods that exert
a distinctive influence upon the whole town or any of its parts [13]. Through the
analysis of the town’s urban form at all levels and over time, ‘morphological priorities’
can be identified — constant, durable elements and values with the highest resistance
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to change [13]. They act as points of connection for various morphological periods
over time and in that way support the idea of continuity in town development.

RECENT URBAN MORPHOLOGICAL STUDIES
ON THE CONTEMPORARY DEVELOPMENT
OF HISTORICAL AREAS

There are several examples of recent studies on the contemporary development
of historic arcas based on Conzen’s morphological tradition. One of them is Karl
Kropf’s District Design Guide for Stratford-on-Avon, from 2001. The main principles
in developing historic areas are connecting various levels of space, identifying specific
characteristics that contribute to character and identity and then connecting character
and sustainability by using the existing state as the source of spatial information and
impetus for innovation. The result is a range of documents that introduce the design
as a planning component [15].

Studio REAL identifics twenty-two attributes of urban form that inform planning,
and provides the ‘rules of community’ which operate at one of the following levels:
patterns of settlements, neighbourhood units, relationships between streets and
plots, architectural design. The rules of regulating streets, defining maximum heights
and position of entrances in buildings are some of the key points in designing and

planning at the level of plots [16].

Chelmsford’s case is indicative because it is an example of how a town has raised ics
vitality and attractiveness due to the planning politics stemming from recognizing the
specific context and designing guidelines based on high standards of urban design. It
is an example of an urban settlement where most of its built structure was not under
cultural protection but its urban form was still recognized as a valuable entity to
support continued development of the existing values [17].

In the case of Serbia — if we analyze contemporary planning documents, we can
conclude that a more cohesive relationship between the promoted goals of character
preservation and the identity of urban areas, and the plan elements and guidelines
which directly influence the built environment are required [18}. For example, in
the case of the Master Plan of Belgrade 2021, we can see that it defines urban areas,
buildings and conditions that cannot be subject to changes — defined as fixed elements
and permanent values of the city. However, this part of the plan has a descriptive
character, and given recommendations are not obligatory. The protected areas are
displayed in the graphic part entitled ‘Permanent Goods - not in the main body of
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the plan but within the documentation basis, and are not linked with the division to
urban entities, for which specific building rules are defined.

“There are also valuable parallel studies conducted on historic parts of cities which
should be but so far have not been taken into account when planning due to their
non-obligatory legal status. They express more concern about the effects of building
and show potential for integrating the morphological approach into practice. Namely,
negative effects of globalization on its traditional morphology and building typology
have been noticed. Besides buildings that are considered cultural goods, attention
has been called upon vernacular architecture which contributes to positive ambiental
values of the city space [19]. For example, in the study on Kosanci¢ev Venac, one
of the oldest parts of Belgrade’s city centre, which is covered by high-level cultural
protection, an approach based on recognizing the problems has been proposed. That
subsumes reevaluation of all existing physical structures according to the criteria of
promoted goals [20].

CONCLUSIONS

The traditional town in urban morphology stands as a paradigmatic urban form,
as well as a repertoire of concepts for contemporary planning and designing. By
conducting an urban morphological analysis, we can identify relationships between
existing urban forms and developmental processes. Taking into account these
relationships, in formulating the plan guidelines contribution, it is possible to preserve
the character and identity of traditional towns in the context of contemporary life.
Urban morphology underlines the need for a critical attitude towards history where
historical precedent is not an absolute model to follow, but a source of information.
An active relationship between urban conservation and urban designing and planning
is required where urban morphology can pave the way for making a common scientific
and professional platform.
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Ana Huxosuh, bowcugap Mawnih

MOP®OAOIIKM OKBHP MCTOPUJCKOTI F'PAAA:
TEOPHUJA M1 IPAKCA TPABEIGA TPAAOBA

Caxceitiax: Cuoycera ypbana Gopma ucliopujckol uin mpaguynonainoi ipaga
Apeqeitiasea jeqiy of HEHTPANHUX UCTHPANCHEAKUX Thema ypbare mopporoinfe, Kao a-
HAH U3BOP UTLPOPMAYUIA 0 PaA3BOJHIM TEPOUECUMA Y IPAGY 1 HPOCTROPHUM MOGEAUMA KOt
pesynigiyfy us wux. ,Mopposousxn oxsup” upeqcitiasna jegar o Kayunux Konyedana y
ypbaroj MOpPosoIuiY Kot 0RUCYje EMUUPUICKY PEARHOCTE TUPAGUUHOHAIHOL IPAGA 1 HO-
Made PASYMEBATLY MeTY3aBUCHOCTIN u3Mely YpOarux fEpoyeca nypOanux Ppopu. Aogai-
HO, 01 TPEGCIHABIA WP 1 00YX6AMIILIIU HAEOPUICKIL OKBUD Y KOJit CC MOTY HAALUPATIAY
OCTRANY PEAEBAHTUHI KOHYEHITN 1 JePUHLILfe, 4 W0 LOMANE KOHCOAUGAYUTH 3Hara
0 TAPAGUUHORANHOM Tpaqy 1 toeiosof ypbaroj gopmu. Y pagy ce yrasyje na smoiyhnociin
apumene ypbare mopdosoinjey dparcu APXHILEKTHONCKO-YPOAHUCIAUSKOL apojexitiosarsa
1 GAAHUPAsA uciopujckux ipagosa. Hoiiuny ce enementiin woju #osesyfy cagpemene
apuciEyise Ypbanoj Kousepsaniu ca ypoanum aranuparsesm u Ypoaror mMopPoroiujos.
Taxobe ce nasoge apusepu ypbomopdoronusicux cikyguja 3a ucidopujcxa iogpyja c ioceb-
HUM HATAACKOM BA 1UXOEY UPUMERDUBOCH Y Hawo] cpequnn. Llyidem Kopumhersa ypbo-
Moporomxor Gpucidyiia dpu cimyguin ypbane dopme wpaguuynonainol ipaga mozyhe je
APEMOCTRUITY a3 UIMETTY KOHSEPBATROPCKUX TPEROPYKA th AHAAUIRIUYIO-GECKPULIUBHUX
cilyguia upocuiopa, ¢ jeque cliparne v HpaKce UAGHUPAIOA U YUPACHAIA UPOCUHIOPOM, ¢
gpyie. Y ittom cmucny, casnara ypbane mopgosoinje mory Ouiiin 3HAYAJaK OCAOHAY, HA
By xa yceaahusary ypbane xonsepeanuje u ypOanoi AAaHuparedy CABPEMEHOM PA3BI]Y
uciiopujcrux ipagosa.

Kwyune pewn: ucidopujcxu/iiipaguynonariu ipag, mophoiouxn oxeup, ypbana
mopdonoinja, caspemeny HPUCTAYAN Ypbanoj Komsepeayujy, ApxuiAexEoncKo-ypba-
HUCTUHYKO UPOJEXTOBAIsE 1t HAAHUDAIbE.
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