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THE INFLUENCE OF THE BORDER MATERIALITY ON THE 
EXPERIENCE OF TERRITORIALITY IN HOUSING 

 
Sanja Simonović Alfirević109; Đorđe Alfirević 110 

 
Abstract 

 
The notion of territoriality is very widespread and crucial in many areas of human 
activity. The term is usually associated with the need to delimit the space, when 
individuals or groups use and over which they have certain types of competencies. So 
far, various parameters that determine the scope of the experience of territoriality have 
been investigated in science, among others, regulation, security, personalization and 
protection of space. 
This paper will examine the extent to which spatial boundaries provide different 
degrees of privacy and enable people to control their own activities and the activities 
of others. Deductive methods and comparative analysis of certain characteristic 
examples of housing - housing communities, housing units and residential units will 
be used. The physical and functional framework and the social structure of space can 
increase or decrease the possibilities for the activities of the tenants. 
The aim of this research is to consider the relationship between the perception of the 
territoriality of an individual or group in housing and the character of the boundaries 
that determine the domain of the territory, ie. certain spatial levels. Also, to reconsider 
the thesis that one of the key parameters that affect the experience of territoriality in 
housing is the character of the border. If the border of the territory is more material, 
solid, more explicit or closed, the experience of territoriality is more present, while if 
the borders of the territory are more ephemeral, flexible or open, they reduce the 
experience of territoriality and have the opposite effect. 
 
Key words: Territoriality, housing, spatial border, experience. 
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