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CONTEMPORARY DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS OF RURAL AREAS IN THE PODUNAVLJE
ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT IN THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA

Aleksandra Gajic¢!

lInstitute of Architecture and Urban & Spatial Planning of Serbia, Belgrade, Serbia

The paper refers to the problems of rural areas in the Podunavlje administrative district in the
Republic of Serbia. Depopulation, ageing population, neglected infrastructure are some of the issues
in rural areas. Vicinity of big urban centres, such as the City of Kragujevac and the City of Smederevo,
especially the metropolitan area of Belgrade, had large impact on development and demographic
processes in these rural areas. The research includes rural settlements in three units of the local gov-
ernment, which belong to the Podunavlje administrative district. The aim of the research is to present
the current position of rural areas in the regional environment, through analysis of demographic, spa-
tial, and socio-economic indicators, as well as specific changes that occurred between 2002 and 2011
Population Census. Results may contribute to better understanding of the potentials and limitations
of rural areas and could be important for the further development of rural areas in this part of Serbia.
In that context, some recommendations regarding sustainability are provided.

Keywords: rural areas, demographic changes, depopulétion, regional development

NOTE: This paper is the result of research on the project TR36036 “Sustainable spatial development of DanL_lbe area in
Serbia” financed by the Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development of the Republic of Serbia
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