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URBAN FORM, PLANS AND PROCEDURES: SOME RECENT 
TRANSFORMATIONS OF BELGRADE’S URBAN TISSUE 

Dr Ana Niković  
Institute of Architecture and Urban and Spatial Planning of Serbia 

Dr Božidar Manić  
Institute of Architecture and Urban and Spatial Planning of Serbia 

Abstract 

This paper seeks to establish the relationship between the theory of urban morphology 
and the practice of urban conservation and urban planning. Spatial configurations  
of streets, blocks and other types of urban ensembles represent a heritage of a kind 
whether it is institutionally protected or its value is recognizable by experience or analysis. 
Good experiences of citizens’ living and good traditions of city planning and building are 
ignored in contemporary urban planning practice in Belgrade, but also other Serbian 
towns. There, new planning approaches are applied which are based mainly on fulfilling 
the economic interest of private investors. The main issue is how to protect the space, 
how to ensure positive effects of future transformations which are supposed to meet the 
complex demands of contemporary life. In considering these, the recommendation from 
the international charters on the protection of urban heritage as well as good planning 
practices and urban morphology approach are discussed. An example of a postmodernist 
open residential block, incorporated in the urban tissue of individual housing, has been 
analyzed in terms of spatial and functional features of the block, procedures of planning, 
the content of planning documents, and its implementation. The recent transformations 
have been discussed that have been unfolded within a new planning framework and are 
mainly characterized as partial interventions which neglect the context and the initial plans 
which once have been developed for the whole block. Urban morphology can help  
in analyzing space qualities, creating scenarios for future development, and controlling 
planned transformations. The way of introducing the urban morphology approach depends 
on the capacity of the institutional and legal framework and it calls upon introducing new 
procedural instruments and steps: commission for check physical/morphological dimension  
of plans, handbooks for assessment the qualities of the location, etc. 

  


